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County officials
attempt to ease
budget concerns

By MATTHEW McCORMICK
Staflf Writer

Sullivan County Commissioners on Tuesday
tried to lay to rest concerns that the budget
form they filed with the staie contains a $1.2
million shortfall.

The commissioners met with county book-
keepers, who presented
them with a fiscal 2008
draft audit and tried to
clear up questions about revenue listed on the
form, called an MS-42, as coming from a capi-
tal reserve fund that the county does not have.

Rep. Peter Franklin, D-Newport, who attended
the sessien Tuesday, ‘drew attention to the fund
earlier this month, raising concerns that the
financial blueprint the county submitted to the
state Department -of Revenue Administration
contained a $1.2 million mistake.

But on Tuesday, the county’s accountant,
Jeffery A. CGrsham, president of Vermont-
hased Graham & Graha.m PO, explamed that

1 Newport

the listing was not a revenue souree in and of

itself but a notation that $1.2 million would be
transferred from other revenue sources —
about- $700,000 from “the nursing Home and
$500,000 from taxpayers — for use on capital
expenditures.

Such a transfer netation, which Graham
said is required by rules governing the com-
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.pletion;.df the MS5-42, eﬁsts on

the expenditure side of the form
under transfers to proprietary
funds. -

So whﬂe Sullivan County

may 1101, actually have a gapital *
‘reserve fund — the state may
‘ask the county to change the

money's' listing’ " to a *capital

prmects .category — Graham

to remember is, it {the capital
reserve hstmg) doesn’t afféct
the s b I

the othier hand Wl]l e
The fiscal: 2006‘.draﬂ audit,

which: was

Naghua-based Melanson Heath

“budget of $26.9 million,

conducted by

& Cmnbélny, P.C., rg
$864,264in unrestrlcted
al fund .dollars leﬁ ovej

‘Lo use in the commg ﬁscé
But with a ‘total ope

Manager Ed. g
that the county 'weuld be able,__‘ ’
make that deficit up-duting the

- " yea¥, thoug'h he did not. yet
A1 think the important thing

know where.

“We're gognizant of what we
spend” he'said, “and $300; 000
‘ should 'be easy enough to come

. ‘-mg before lie could be askeﬂ to

comment and efforts to reach
lmn that affernoon were u.nsuc—
cesgiul. St



